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l.

Who abides in Christ, the Savior
Shall abundant fruit bring forth
All in thanks for God’s great favor
That grants sinners a new birth.
Gracious Jesus, grant that ever
We with heart and life declare
How Your death has brought God’s mercy
And forgiveness everywhere.

For, O Savior, we’re but branches
You the ever-living Vine
Who with love and mercy feeds us
Through the Word, the bread, the wine.
You, O Christ, alone enable
us to stand before the throne;
For our status as God’s children
is by Your dear blood alone.

Jesus, Lord, enthroned in glory,
On Whom once our sins were laid,
On the cross our judgment bearing.
You have full atonement made.
Here, Your blood and body give us
That Your branches may confess
To all men both great and lowly,
You, alone, our Righteousness.

Precious Savior, Christ, our Brother—
God who took on human flesh!—
Grant Your branches naught to sever
But with grace be e’er refreshed.
May Your Spirit dwell within us
that we trust Your Word Divine
And so nourished and so fruitful
gladly leave this world behind.

Rev. E. J. Stefanski 3/6/96; v. 3 5/15/03
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